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	This report is the fourth of the editors of Teacher Education and Special Education (TESE) and reflects the state of the editorship since the last reporting period ending in March 2005 (November 2004- March 2005). Our first report was completed for the Biloxi TED Conference in November 2003, with the second report being prepared for the New Orleans CEC Conference in April 2004, and another report that was delivered in November 2004 in Albuquerque at TED 2004. Manuscript processing, future issues of the journal, searching for a new publisher, follow-up on the Boyd Printing Company back issues, and status on a new feature for the journal on Excellence in College-Level Teaching are summarized and future plans are presented.

Manuscript Processing
	We have two levels of data that we would like to share with the Executive Board, Publications Committee, and membership. The first is a cumulative analysis of manuscripts going back to July 1, 2003 and the second is based on activity since the last reporting period, on the average, six months from the previous report.

Cumulative progress. Since July 1, 2003, we have received 143 manuscripts. As of March 16, 2005, 104 (73%) of those papers have been reviewed with an average turn-around (from login to editorial decision) of 61 days when those with in-house reviews were included. Turn-around time for manuscripts that have had external reviews increased to 65 days. Of those 104 papers considered by field reviewers, 16 (15%) have been accepted for publication, 56 (54%) have not been accepted for publication, and 32 (31%) fit into a reject, revise, and resubmit category. Reasons for rejection have included the quality of the writing, inappropriateness of the topic for journal, failure to add to the knowledge-base, and poorly developed research methodology; authors have been advised of the reasons for rejection in communications from the editors.

Progress since last reporting period. Since September 14, 2004 we have received 43 manuscripts. As of September 14, 2004, 15 (35%) of those papers have been reviewed with an average turn-around (from login to editorial decision) of 73 days when those with in-house reviews were included. Turn-around time for manuscripts that received consideration by external reviewers was also 73 days. Of those 15 papers receiving field reviews, 1 (7%) has been accepted for publication, 9 (60%) have not been accepted for publication, and 5 (33%) are manuscript that fit into a reject, revise, and resubmit category.


Future Issues of the Journal
	At the present time, we are copy editing 28(2), Spring 20005. Volume 27(4), Fall 2004 was in the hands of the membership before Christmas 2004. Arrangements for the release of 28(1) have been made with Allen Press. Our data suggest that the journal is now being published on schedule. Due to financial considerations and recommendations from the current President, and select input from other members of the Executive Board, we are combining issues 3 and 4 for each of the next two volume years (28 and 29).

Searching for a new Publisher
At the request of the Executive Committee and the chairperson of the Publications Committee at the TED meeting in Albuquerque, we were asked to examine bids for securing a new publisher for the journal. Our search started in December 2004. We have sought and obtained bids from PRO-ED (Austin, TX), Alliance Communications Group (ACG), a component of Allen Press (Lawrence, KS), and a new pricing arrangement for the contracts the we with Allen Press (i.e., Printing Division and Management Division). An important consideration in finding a new publisher is the degree to which TED is willing to relinquish the copyright of the journal to the publisher. There are significant cost savings, if the division is willing to sell the copyright. On the other hand, a certain amount of control is lost by the division, if the copyright of the journal is relinquished to a publisher. At the present time, with input from the President and select member of the Executive Board, we are continuing our arrangement with Allen Press’ Printing and Management Divisions at reduced rates. After carefully, examining the bottom-line cost figures, including the revenue that is generated from library subscriptions, it would appear the Allen Press is our best cost option (see details and actual cost comparison in the Report by the Publications Committee).

Boyd Printing Follow-up on Back Issues
	The cost for shipping the back issues of the journal that were mentioned in our report for Albuquerque was $1,867.50. Betty Epanchin, TED President, has talked to Jane Carey of Boyd Printing, and the cost of the invoice has been reduced $297.75 which makes the current amount due for the back issues from Boyd Printing $1,569.75. The information has been communicated to Larry Johnson’s office, and the University of Cincinnati is awaiting an official invoice reflecting the reduction of $297.75 to process this payment to Boyd Printing. The inventory of back issues of the journal has been reduced in two ways: (a) for issues older than 2000 (1999, Volume Year 22), the number of copies left on the shelves is 25, (b) for issues from 2000 (Volume Year 23) through present, 25 copies will be retained. 

Feature on Excellence in College-Level Teaching for TESE
	In New Orleans at the TED Board Meeting, April 2004, a recommendation was made to attempt to add a feature to the journal, Excellence in College-Level Teaching. We have been working with Cheryl Beverly, James Madison University, in developing the feature. We have our first manuscript for the feature authored by Cheryl L. Beverly,
Karen E. Santos, and Maggie Kyger, entitled, “Developing and Integrating a Professional Disposition Curriculum into a Special Education Teacher Preparation Program.” It is currently being copyedited, and will appear in a future issue of the journal.
Future Considerations
	We are developing a solid database on our reviewers and we expect the quality of the reviews that we are providing to stabilize at a very high level. We will continue to provide individual and group mentoring (e.g., Vail Writers Workshop, 2004; Project LASER Editor’s Round Table, 2004) to novice and beginning authors to increase the scope and diversity of topics, content, and people represented in the journal. Currently, another Project LASER session is scheduled for May 2005 and a subsequent TED Summer Institute Writers Workshop for Portland, OR (July, 2005) is also planned.
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